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MINUTES OF THE NEWENT TOWN COUNCIL  MEETING Held on 

Monday 21st October 2024 at Newent Community Pavilion, Watery Lane, Newent,       

GL18 1QA  at 7.30 pm 

 
Councillors Present:  
Cllr Gill Moseley  
Cllr Clare Stone  
Cllr Juli Escritt 
Cllr Julia Gooch  
 
 
Also Present:  
Town Clerk and 1 member of the public  
 
 
 
                                                      
 
PUBLIC TIME 
 
Public Participation, up to a 10 minute period of time will be set aside before the          
start of the meeting for public questions 
 
A member of the public commented on agenda item 8 Public Conveniences, that they are out 
of date, and don’t cater very well for the disabled. And made further comments regarding the 
lack of conveniences at the amenity area at Meek road in Newent. They then continued and 
made further comments regarding the population of the Town of Newent and the possibility 
that the Town Council may move to the next band bracket.  
 
To elect a Chair for the meeting 
 
Cllr Juli Escritt was elected chair for the duration of the meeting  
 
1. To note apologies for absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sara Hulbert, Cllr Kay Selwyn, Cllr Alan 
Hedley, Cllr Eddie Wood, Cllr David Sass, Cllr Joshua Robertson, and Cllr Samual 
Letchford.   

 

2.    Declarations of interest on items on the agenda.   

 

       Cllr Julia Gooch  declared an interest on items 4.a, 5.5, 7.1, 7.2, 8.1, 8.2,  on the agenda  

       and Cllr Clare Stone declared an interest on item 4.a  
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3. To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd September 2024  

 

The Council resolved by unanimous decision that the minutes were a true and accurate 

summary of the meeting and were duly signed by the acting Chair 

 

 

4. Finance/Accounts 

  

a) Approve the accounts to be paid  

 

A list of payments was sent to the members prior to the meeting  

 

         Payment List 

 

     The council approved the accounts to be paid with the exclusion of the following payments   

      to enable Cllr Clare Stone and Cllr Julia Gooch to participate in the meeting 

 

      

 

 

         

b) To Note the Bank reconciliation 30/9/2024 

 

      Bank Rec September   

      The Bank Reconciliation of 30/9/2024 was noted  

 

c) To note the Cashbook of 30/9/2024 

 

Cash Book  

The Cash Book was noted  

 

d) To note Earmarked Reserves 31/9/2024 

 

      EMR September  

      September’s Earmarked Reserves were noted  

  

e) To note Income and Expenditure Report 30/9/2024 

 

Income & Expenditure September  

The Income and Expenditure Report was noted  

  

f) To Note all Investment Account Balances and returns of 30/9/2024  

 

Investment Accounts  

The Investment Accounts were noted 

 

GMT Solutions  

Busese4Us  
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g)  To note the conclusion of the Annual Audit for the Year Ended 31st March 2024  

 

     The conclusion of the Annual Audit for the Year Ended 31st March 2024 was noted  

 

h) To Note that the Annual Conclusion of the Audit has been published  

 

The Council noted that the Annual Conclusion of the Audit has been published 

 

i) To review and re-purpose Newent Town Council EMR’s 

 

This agenda item was deferred to a future meeting   

 

 

  

5. Work Report 

 

5.1 To receive the Estate Supervisors Work Report  

 

Work Report  

The  Estate Supervisors Work Report was noted  

 

5.2 To Discuss and approve the replacement bench at Gloucester Street Newent  

 

The Council approved the purchase and replacement of the  bench at Gloucester Street 

Newent with the funding to come from Reserves due to the overspend from Street furniture 

& Signage 300 4610  

 

       5.3 To note the condition of the light beneath the market house and approve any further  

       Action  

 

A discussion took place regarding the lighting beneath the market house and the fitted 

lamps in the pavements the Council resolved to investigate other options available for the 

uplighters  and for the Clerk to write to highways requesting the repair/replacement the 

lighting below the building 

 

5.3 To approve the memorial tree application received  

 

The council approved the Memorial tree application and approved the planting of a Lime 

tree to replace the recently felled tree at a position agreed by the Estate Supervisor 

 

5.4 To revisit the request to carryout works to trees on Clifford’s Mesne Church Common 

 

Cllr Julia Gooch left the meeting at this juncture 

 

This item could not be discussed due to the meeting becoming inquorate  
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Cllr Julia Gooch re-joined the meeting  

 

5.5 To approve recent quotation for the 2024/25 tree inspection for all areas   

 

The Council approved the expenditure of £1975.00 + Vat from lake Arboretum Cemetery   

and recreation ground Maintenance budgets  

 

6. Reports  

 

6.1 To receive the Clerks Report 

 

  The Clerks report was noted  

 

Cllr Gooch left the meeting at this juncture  

 

7. Active Travel Grants  

 

7.1 To agree to apply for funding for a cycle rack for installation in the Lake Car Park and  

approve any expenditure  

 

This item could not be discussed due to the meeting becoming inquorate  

 

7.2  To agree to apply for funding for a feasibility study for a cycle route to the south of the 

       B4215 Newent bypass and approve any expenditure  

 

This item could not be discussed due to the meeting becoming inquorate  

 

 

8. Newent Public conveniences 

 

       8.1 To agree to write to Forest of Dean District Council regarding the proposed  renovations  

       To the Public conveniences in Newent   

 

This item could not be discussed due to the meeting becoming inquorate  

 

       8.2 To accept donations from the Forest of Dean District Council and Local groups to assist  

       with the provision of temporary conveniences   

 

       This item could not be discussed due to the meeting becoming inquorate  
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       8.3 To agree to provide temporary conveniences for the duration of a budget of £1300.00  

       allows and approve any further expenditure    

 

       A discussion took place regarding the need for the provision of temporary conveniences 

       and the issues surrounding responsibilities and insuring the Portaloo’s  

       The council agreed to provide temporary conveniences for a duration that a maximum  

        budget of £1300.00 will fund and the item at a future meeting     

 

 

9. Policy and Procedure Reviews and updates  

 

Members were sent copies of amended policies prior to the meeting  

 

       9.1 To review and approve the Health and Safety at Work Policy 

 

       The council reviewed and approved the revised Health and Safety at work policy  

 

       9.2 To review and approve the Equality Policy  

 

       The council reviewed and approved the revised Equality policy  

 

       9.3 To review and approve the General Reserves and Earmarked Reserves Policy  

 

       The Council reviewed and approved the revised General reserves policy  

 

       9.4 To review and approve the Committee Terms of Reference Policy  

 

       The Council reviewed and approved the Committee Terms of Reference Policy  

 

       9.5 To review and approve the revised Scheme of Delegation Policy  

 

       The Council reviewed and approved the Scheme of Delegation policy  

 

       9.6 To review and approved the revised Community Winter Action Plan  

 

       The Council reviewed and approved the revised Community Winter Action Plan  

 

 

10.    Date of Next Meeting 

          

         Monday 25th November 2024 at 7.30pm. 

 

         There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.04 pm  

 

 

Signed:..........................................................       Dated …………………………………….. 


