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MINUTES OF THE NEWENT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
MONDAY 26" February 2024, room G4, NEWENT COMMUNITY SCHOOL, NEWENT,
7.30 pm

Councillors Present:
Cllr Sara Hulbert (Chair)
CllIr Juli Escritt

ClIr Trevor Beckwith

Cllr Samual Letchford
Clir Alan Hedley

ClIr David Sass

Clir Kay Selwyn

Clir Gill Moseley

Also Present:
Town Clerk and 2 members of the public

PUBLIC TIME

Public Participation, up to a 10 minute period of time will be set aside before the start of
the meeting for public questions

No members of the public requested to speak

1. To note apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from CllIr Linda Morris, Clir Julia Gooch, and
Clir Joshua Robertson

2. Declarations of interest on items on the agenda.

There were none
3. To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 12" February 2023

The Council resolved that the minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting
and were duly signed by the Chairman.
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Finance
4.1 To approve the accounts to be paid

A list of payments was sent to the members prior to the meeting

The Council by unanimous decision approved the accounts to be paid.

Payment list item available below

Payment List 26th Feb 2024

4.2 To note the Bank Reconciliation

The Bank reconciliation was noted.

Bank Reconciliation

4.3 To note the Cashbook of 31/01/2024

The Cash Book 31/1/2024 was noted

Cash Book

4.4 To note Earmark Reserves 31/01/2024
The Earmark Reserves 31/1/2024 were noted

Earmark Reserves

4.5 To note Income & Expenditure Report of 31/01/2024
The Income & Expenditure Report was noted

Income & Expenditure Report
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https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%204.1%20Payment%20List%2026th%20Feb.pdf
https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%204.2%20Bank%20Reconciliation%20Receipts%20and%20Payments.PDF
https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%204.3%20Cashbook.PDF
https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%204.4%20Earmarked%20Reserves.PDF
https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%204.5%20Detailed%20Income%20%26%20Expenditure%20by%20Budget%20Heading%2031_01_2024.PDF

5. To receive Any correspondence.

(a) Correspondence received from Mr S Buckley, requesting that Newent Town Council
review the way Members engage with parishioners within the entire Parish.
Full letter
Members thanked Mr Mr Buckley for his letter and felt Newent Town Council represent
the entire parish, but will take note of the letter and bear it in mind when engaging with
the general public

(b) Correspondence received form Mr Buckley asking that the Town Council consider
adopting a policy, to publish more details on each individual Councillor on the Councils
website full letter
Members again thanked Mr Buckley for his correspondence, and agreed that
information on the website already provided by members is helpful to the general
public and will ensure that the information is updated more frequently but felt it should

not be compulsory

(c) Correspondence received from the Chairman of Newent Initiative Trust inviting
Newent Town Council to add the logo to the public consultation posters

The Council agreed to add Newent Town Council logo to the public consultation poster
6. Reports
6.1 To receive a verbal update from the Cemetery Lodge Working Group
This item was deferred to a future meeting
6.2To receive a verbal update from the Regeneration Working Group
The Update from the Regeneration Working Group was noted
6.3To receive the Clerks report
The Clerks Report was noted
7. Work Report
7.1 To receive the Estate Supervisors Work report
The Estate Supervisors work report was noted

Estate Supervisors Work Report
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https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%205%20%28b%29%20SHB_NTC%20_%20Areas%20Representation%20_%2017_2_2024.pdf
https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%205%20SHB_NTC%20_%20Councillor%20Biography%20_%2017_2_2024.pdf
https://www.newenttowncouncil.org.uk/_webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Agendas%20%26%20Minutes/2024%20Meeting%20Papers/February%2026th%202024/Item%207.1%20February%2026th%20estates%20supervisor%20work%20report.pdf

7.2 To agree to transfer funds from budget heading 330-4764 Lake Gateway to budget
heading EMR 378 and re-name budget heading Newent Gateway feature

The Council by unanimous decision agreed to transfer funds from budget heading 330-
4764 Lake Gateway to budget heading EMR 378 and re-name budget heading Newent

Gateway feature

7.3 To approve recommendations from the Christmas Lights Committee to dispose of
old faulty Christmas lights

The Council by unanimous decision agreed to the disposal of old faulty Christmas lights

8. Newent Rotary Event at Newent Lake

8.1 To agree to the request from Newent Rotary Club to hold an event at Newent Lake on
13t July 2024, and to participate in the event.

The Council agreed to allow Newent and District Rotary club to hold an event at Newent
Lake, and in principle agreed to patrticipate in the event but asked for more clarification on
what the Rotary Club require form Newent Town Council

8.2 To approve any expenditure for the event

The Council approved the expenditure of £408.00 to cover the cost of the first aid cover for
the event to come from 2024/25 budget

To consider the Proposal from Robert Hitchins, regarding the regeneration and
adoption of the play area at Blenheim Drive Newent, and to receive the results from

the public consultation

The Council reviewed the results from the public consultation carried out, with local residents
within close proximity to the play area, and considered the options available and the ongoing
costs that adopting the area would incur, compared to the contribution that Robert Hitchins
had offered, and resolved by unanimous decision that Newent Town Council would not
adopt the play area at Blenheim Drive Newent

10 Policy Reviews and Updates

10.1 To review and approve the Complaints Procedure

The Council by unanimous decision approved and re-adopted the complaints Procedure with
the following amendments

Add at the end of point 6 ; in exceptional cases timescales may have to be extended, if this
is the case, you will be kept informed in writing.
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11.

12.

10.2 To review and approve Bring Your Own Device Policy

The Council by unanimous decision approved and re-adopted the bring your own device
policy

10.3 To review and approve Code of Conduct
The Council by unanimous decision approved and re-adopted the Code of Conduct policy

10.4 To review and approve Risk Assessment

The Council by unanimous decision approved and re-adopted the Risk Assessment with the
Following amendments

Under subject heading Financial controls and records, in Management control and risk

Change existing text: Invoices are checked and initialled by staff before being presented
to Council.

Amended text; Invoices are checked and initialled by staff before being presented to Council.
And the payment list is signed.

10.5 To review and approve Standing Orders

The Council resolved by unanimous decision to defer this item and set up a working group
consisting of the Chair of Council, Chair of Finance and staffing, and the Town Clerk to
review Newent Town Council Standing Orders and Newent Town Council Financial
regulations and bring forward recommended drafts to a future meeting

To consider and agree to the monthly social media articles

Members were furnished with an example of a monthly showcase highlighting local
businesses and local groups

The Council resolved by unanimous decision to publish a monthly showcase highlighting
local businesses and local groups

Date of Next Meeting:

Monday 11™ March 2024 at 7:30 PM or soonest after the previous meeting. To be held
at G4 Newent Community School, Newent.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.18 pm.
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